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The lush and easy growth of summer begins to slow down with the first days of September.
Even though the harve sto f p roduce will soon be ove r, fo rS t.John� s ,S eptember signals new
beginnings � the Christian Sunday School year and the Church program year. This fall we will
be undertaking two special programs � our second Alpha Course and the once a month
Sat urd ay Seeke r�sS ervicetobegin on Se ptember 9 at 5 pm with an info rmal potluckfo llowing
t h es e rv ice.Some of you willhaves e e nt h ere arr angement of theGre at Hall to accommodat e
these programs.

The Alpha Course is a very special presentation of the Christian faith, for 10 weeks, that
introduces people (especially outsiders) to the possibility of knowing God through Jesus in
ave ryp e rs o n a la n dl i fechanging way .It is a nonjudgmental and hospitabl ewayfor people to
explore the questions of life: Why was I born? Can God forgive anything? Who is Jesus?
Why did he die? What does the Holy Spirit do? Does God heal today? Guests can come to a
f r i e n d lyl u n cheon on Sunday ,S eptember 10,at 12:30 pm, a n ds e efor themselve si f t he
course interests them. There are invitation cards in the hallway that you can give your agnostic
or atheist friends. Assure them that no one will chase after them, if they decide not to come
back. They are simply welcome to come and see, as Phillip said to Nathanael, after he had met
the Lord. �Come and see.�

A monthly ,S at urd ay Seeke r�sS erv ice,w illb egin on September 9 at 5:00 pm. Afterthat ,
it will be held on the first Saturday of every month. The Methodist Praise Band,
Reconciled will be with us to pro vide mu sicato urfi rs tgathering.TheServ i c ew i l lb e
a �come as yo ua re �, contempora ry ,fa m i ly and newcomer friendly ,i nfo rmal Holy Euch arist,
with lots of opportunity for worship in song and prayer. Bring a dish to pass and your
plate, if you want to stay for a potluck afterwards.

One mores lightchange in the Sundayl iturgyw i l lb et oo n ly use full incense on Feasts and
Fe stiva lo c c at i o n s.On other Sunday s,theincensewillbeconfined to the sanctuary for censing
the A l t a r,the Gospel Book, a n dt h eg i f t s.It will not be used in the congr egat ion. W e wa n tt o
seeifthismakesadifferenceforincensesensitiveindividuals.

� When,ex actly ,incense wa si ntroduced into the re l i g i o u ss e rv i c e so f the Churchi ti sn o te a s y
tos ay .During the fi rs tfour centuries therei sn oevidence fo ri t su s e.S till, its common
emplo yment in the T emple and the re fe rencestoitintheNew T estament (cf.Luke1 :10;
Reve lation8:3-5)w ould sugge s ta ne a rl y familiaritywithitinChristianwo rs h i p.Theearl iest
authenticre fe rencetoitsuseintheserv i c eo f the Churchi sfound in Pseudo-Diony sius
(�De Hier. Ecc.�, III, 2). The Liturgies of Sts. James and Mark � which in their present
form are not older than the fifth century � refer to its use at the Sacred Mysteries.�
Catholic Encyclipedia Online.

The Episcopal Church abounds with the use of symbols. These symbols are those realities
which have the power and competence of manifesting God to men, signs which carry us
beyond ourselves and themselves into the genuine union and knowledge of things eternal
and divine. Incense is one such symbol: the symbol of rising of prayers, of spiritual sacrifice
and of the sweet-smelling fragrance of the Kingdom of God. Incense can truly enhance our
worship of God, as we try to engage all of our senses: sight, sound, taste, touch and smell.
But if someone is reactive to incense, worship becomes uncomfortable at best. This is why I
sw i t ched the incense weu s eatS t.John� s to the most e xpensiveva rietyf rom HolyCro ss
Monastery (Episcopal) in New Yo rk . Th i si swhyIwa ntt ot ry confi ningi t�su s et ot h ea l t a r
are a, a n ds e ei f i ti sh e l p f u lt op e o p l e.Please let me know.

I am writing this in the middle of August, before setting off on vacation for two weeks.
I am gr ateful to God for being abl et os erve our Lord with yo u, the people of S t.John� s ,
and after some R&R I look forward to seeing all of you in September.

Meredith +

September  Highlights
Each Sunday

8:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:05 am Adult Christian Education

10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Monday – Thursday
Office Hours (10:30 am – 2:30 pm)

Each Wednesday
7:00 am Holy Eucharist-followed by breakfast

Each Friday
11:30 am – 12:30 pm Free Friday Friendship Meal

Each Saturday
9:00 Altar Guild

First Saturday  (except September 9)
5:00 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”

September 3 (SundaSeptember 3 (SundaSeptember 3 (SundaSeptember 3 (SundaSeptember 3 (Sunday) 13y) 13y) 13y) 13y) 13ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Adult Christian Education only

September 4  (Monday) Labor Day: Office Closed

September  7 (Thursday)
7:00 pm Daughters of the King (Thurston Woods)

September  9 (Sat.) 14September  9 (Sat.) 14September  9 (Sat.) 14September  9 (Sat.) 14September  9 (Sat.) 14ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
5:00 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”

(Great Hall)and informal Potluck

September 1September 1September 1September 1September 10 (Sunda0 (Sunda0 (Sunda0 (Sunda0 (Sunday) 14y) 14y) 14y) 14y) 14ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Sunday School Registration
Adult Christian Education

12:30 pm “Introduction to AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha”  Luncheon

September 12 (Tuesday)
1:00 pm Bishop’s Bible Study for Clergy

September 13 (Wednesday)
4:00 pm Foundation Committee Meeting

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

September 14 (Thursday)
12:00 noon Sturgis Ministerial Association Meeting

September 17 (SundaSeptember 17 (SundaSeptember 17 (SundaSeptember 17 (SundaSeptember 17 (Sunday) 15y) 15y) 15y) 15y) 15ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course:  “Who is Jesus?”
Sustaining Pastoral Excellence Retreat for Rector

(Sunday evening through Tuesday )

September 23 (Saturday)
10 Annex Visioning Committee Meeting

11 Acolyte Training

             September 24  16September 24  16September 24  16September 24  16September 24  16ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course:  “Why did Jesus die?”

September 26 (Tuesday)
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting and

Meeting with Father Steve Bartett
regarding Diocesan Funding  (all welcome)

September 29 -30 (Friday eve - Saturday afternoon)
Order of St. Luke Healing Mission

in Beulah, Michigan (Presenter: Canon Hunt)



01-  Jeff and Janene Breneman
02- Gene  and Sue Adams
09- Derek and Pamela Smith
15- Christopher and Sara Herrmann
17-Frederick and Mary Penner
18-John and Susan Cook
19- David  and Meredith Hunt  Lillvis

26- James and Jane Boyden

Alpha is Coming Again! Sundays in the fall, 12:15 - 2:00 pm
Alpha is a pow erful cours eabout Christianity,a n d i s e s p e c i a l ly h e l p f u l t o

09  James  Burg

09  Lor ra ine  Pa in te r

09  Dav id  Per r y

         12  Ca i t l in  Smi th

12  Er i c  Kent

14  Dav id  Her rmann

15 Steven  Wi l son

17  L i s a  Swihart

18  Ros s  Gr i f f i th

18  JoAnn Johnson

18  Scot t  Swihar t

23  Susan  Cook

24 Anne  Cook

24  Pam Cronkhi t e

25  Eugene  Melch i

26  Pau l  Roe

        28  Chad  Nusbaum

SSSSSeptember 2006eptember 2006eptember 2006eptember 2006eptember 2006

people who are not members of a church who have recently returned to
church or who have always wanted to deepen their faith. Alpha takes a
fre s h approach to conveying the messageo f C hrist�st ru th. The cours e�s
stre ngth i s i ts focus on re lationships.Pa rt i c i p a n t s a n d fa cilitat orsl earn

together and share experiences to explore the very meaning of life.
Come to lunch on September 10, 2006 learn more about the course.

No obligations!

A special collection for Christ the King Cathedral
will be on Se ptember 17 for this quart er.

This is a voluntary offering that will be matched
by t h e Foundat ion. I f you wish to part icipat e,
please designat eyour contribu t i o n �For the Catherdral.�

A �Come as you are� Seeke r�s S e rvice
will be held one Saturday a month at 5:00 pm,

beginning in the fall.Our first �Come as you are�
Seeke rs S e rvice w i l l h e l d S at urd ay ,September 9,
at 5:00 pm. The Service will be contempora ry ,

9/3-Mr.and Mrs .Rod Bake ri nl oving memoryo f

Emily and Louis, Owen and Myrtle, Joan, Alfred,

Dennis and Mitchell.

9/10-Marjorie Mitchell in loving memory of her

husband,J.R obert M i t chell and Gladys Mumfo rd .

9/17-Mr.and Mrs .Ja ck K i rs chi nl oving memory

of Sally O� Sullivan.

9/24-Scott Swihart in memoryo f l oved ones.

Our Friday Friendship Lunch program offers free
lunch and fellowship to anyone in the community
who is in need. If you would like to volunteer your
time, talents or treasures to this on-going project
contact co-ch airsJ oJohnson or Pam Smith.

Flower Memorials

September 2006

fa m i ly and newcomer friendly ,i nfo rmal Holy Euch arist, w i t h l o t s o f
opport unityfor wo rship in song and praye r.Bring a dish to pass and
your plat e,i f you wa n t t o s t ayfor a potluck afterwa rd s.



October  Highlights
October 1 (Sun.) 17October 1 (Sun.) 17October 1 (Sun.) 17October 1 (Sun.) 17October 1 (Sun.) 17ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost

8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course:
“How Can I Be Sure of My Faith?”
4:00 pm Blessing of the Animals

(Feast of St. Francis)

October  4 (Wednesday)
12:00 noon St. John’s Guild

Eucharist and Luncheon

October 5 (Thursday)
7:00 pm Daughters of the King (Thurston Woods)

October 7 (Saturday)
2:00 pm – 5:30 pm Small Church Conference -

Kalamazoo
“How can we embrace change?” Contact office.

October 7 (Sat.) 18October 7 (Sat.) 18October 7 (Sat.) 18October 7 (Sat.) 18October 7 (Sat.) 18ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
5:00 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”

(Great Hall) and informal Potluck

October 8 (Sun.) 18October 8 (Sun.) 18October 8 (Sun.) 18October 8 (Sun.) 18October 8 (Sun.) 18ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

October 10 (Tuesday)
1:00 pm Bishop’s Bible Study for Clergy

October 12 (Thursday)
Conference: Michigan Interfaith Power and Light

October 13 (Friday)
Wedding Rehearsal

October 14 (Saturday)
Wedding: Kara Clemens and Steve Hahn

October 15 (Sun.) 19October 15 (Sun.) 19October 15 (Sun.) 19October 15 (Sun.) 19October 15 (Sun.) 19ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

October 21 (Saturday)
All day: Diocesan Convention (Cathedral)

October 22 (Sun.) 2October 22 (Sun.) 2October 22 (Sun.) 2October 22 (Sun.) 2October 22 (Sun.) 200000ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

October  24 (Tuesday)
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting

October 28 (Saturday)
8:30 am – 2:30 pm Alpha

 Holy Spirit Retreat Day
All welcome

October 29 (Sun.) 2October 29 (Sun.) 2October 29 (Sun.) 2October 29 (Sun.) 2October 29 (Sun.) 211111ststststst Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

SSSSSt. Jt. Jt. Jt. Jt. Johnohnohnohnohn’’’’’s Gs Gs Gs Gs Guilduilduilduilduild will meet  on Wednesday, O O O O October 4,ctober 4,ctober 4,ctober 4,ctober 4,  beginning with a
Noon EucharistNoon EucharistNoon EucharistNoon EucharistNoon Eucharist followed by lunch and a travelogue program in the Great
Hall. Committee members are Sugar Kirsch, Marion Fox, Jane Boyden and

Mary Penner. If not called contact Emily Baker for reservations.

HHHHHooooow can ww can ww can ww can ww can we embre embre embre embre embrace change?ace change?ace change?ace change?ace change?
Saturday, October 7

8:30-12:00 North Presbyterian, Kalamazoo
1:30-5:00 Zion Lutheran, Comstock ParkSunday

* Sunday, October 8
2:00-5:30 St. Philip’s Episcopal, Beulah

Lunch will be provided.

 This workshop is part of the

HOHOHOHOHOW SHALL W SHALL W SHALL W SHALL W SHALL WE MINISTER?WE MINISTER?WE MINISTER?WE MINISTER?WE MINISTER?     Series,

an 18-month series of Workshops for Pastors

and Leaders of  Smaller-Membership Congregations in Western Michigan.

Our  congregation is invited to take part in this adventure of learning, rela-

tionship-building, and growth specially designed for faith communities much

like our own:

o Who regularly have less than 100 people in worship

o Who worship in small towns, cities, suburbs, or rural areas

o Who are working to be faithful in the midst of change

The cost is FREE  to our congregation for the series.

CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL TTTTTO CONVENTIONO CONVENTIONO CONVENTIONO CONVENTIONO CONVENTION

In accordance with the Canons of the Diocese
of  Western Michigan (Title I, Canon 2, Section 3),

you are hereby notified of the 132nd  Annual
Convention of the Diocese of Western Michigan,

which will be held in Portage, Michigan,
on Saturday October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006, the Right

Reverend Robert R. Gepert presiding. 



Weekly Highlights

- St. John�s Episcopal Church Staff and Phone Extensions-
TheReverendCanonMeredithHunt ............................................................................................................................24/7: (313) 850-731 0.
Ruth Lahmeyer.....................................................................................................................................................Director ofMusic
LauraKurella...............................................................................................................................................................24/7: (269) 625-5817
Paul Currier........................................................................................................................................................Sexton (ext. 103)

Each Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:05 am Adult and Youth Christian Education
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Each Saturday
9:00 Altar Guild

Each Wednesday
7:00 am Holy Eucharist-followed by breakfast
6:00 pm Coffee Cluster (Great Lakes Coffee)

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

Monday – Thursday
Office Hours (10:00 am – 2:00 pm)

St. John's Episcopal Church
110 S. Clay Street
Sturgis,Michigan 49091-1711
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