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January HighlightsJanuary HighlightsJanuary HighlightsJanuary HighlightsJanuary Highlights
January 4 (Thursday)

7:00 pm Daughters of the King (Thurston Woods)

January 6 (Saturday) EpiphanyJanuary 6 (Saturday) EpiphanyJanuary 6 (Saturday) EpiphanyJanuary 6 (Saturday) EpiphanyJanuary 6 (Saturday) Epiphany
5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service” (Great

Hall)
and informal Potluck

January 7 (Sunday) Baptism of Our LordJanuary 7 (Sunday) Baptism of Our LordJanuary 7 (Sunday) Baptism of Our LordJanuary 7 (Sunday) Baptism of Our LordJanuary 7 (Sunday) Baptism of Our Lord
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

January 9 (Tuesday) – Rector’schedule
1:00 pm Bishop’s Bible Study in Battle Creek

January 11 (Thursday) – Rector’s schedule
12:00 noon Sturgis Ministerial Association

Meeting

January 14 (Sunday) 2January 14 (Sunday) 2January 14 (Sunday) 2January 14 (Sunday) 2January 14 (Sunday) 2ndndndndnd Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after
EpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphany

8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

January 16 (Monday) Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

January 20 (Saturday) How Shall We Minister
Conference

Small Church Conference Series

JJJJJanuary 2anuary 2anuary 2anuary 2anuary 21 (Sunda1 (Sunda1 (Sunda1 (Sunda1 (Sunday) 3rd Sunday) 3rd Sunday) 3rd Sunday) 3rd Sunday) 3rd Sunday aftery aftery aftery aftery after
EpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphany

8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

Sustaining Pastoral Excellence Retreat for Rector
(Sunday evening through Tuesday )

January 23 (Tuesday)
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting

January 24 (Wednesday)
3:00 pm Foundation Meeting (tentative)

January 27 (Saturday)
10:00 am Usher Ministry Team Training

(tentative)

January 28  (Sunday) Feast of St. JohnJanuary 28  (Sunday) Feast of St. JohnJanuary 28  (Sunday) Feast of St. JohnJanuary 28  (Sunday) Feast of St. JohnJanuary 28  (Sunday) Feast of St. John
(transferred)(transferred)(transferred)(transferred)(transferred)

8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

11:30 am Luncheon and Annual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual Meeting

January 29 (Monday) – Rector’s schedule
5:30 pm Hospital Board Meeting

Janu ary 6 i s t he Fe ast o f the Epiphany ,wh ich i s a l s o c a l l e d Fe ast o f t he Th re e
Kings.I ti swhen weremember that Christ came for the w hole wo rl d. Epiphany
means manifestation: showing/shining forth. The Sundays following the
Epiphany remind us that we are called to show forth the light of Christ in our
lives and in our Christian Commu nity.MaryFr ances Sc hjonbergreport sfo r
Episcopal News Serv ice about an ecumenical study t hat s hows why congr ega -
tionsgr ow (See http://www .e piscopalc hur c h.or g 3577_80898_ENG_HTM.htm .
Here is part of what she writes on January 3, 2007:

Among the other f indings in the new FACTs on Growth report
· Congr egat i o n st h at changewo rs hipfo rmata n ds t y l ea re morel ike lyt ogr ow.

More than half the congregations that use contemporary styles of worship have
experienced substantial growth since 2000. Frequency is important as well: The more
wo rs h i ps e rvices a congr egation holds,the morel ike lyi ti st oh avegr own. Ove rh alf o f
the congregations that use drums and or electric guitars often or always in their worship
serv i c e sh aveexperienced �substantial gr owth� f rom 2000 to 2005, t hereports ay s.
�Therelationshipisfairlystrongintheoverallsetofcongregations,butconsiderably
stronger among evangelical churches and weakest among mainline churches,� according
t ot h er e p o r t .

· Congregations located in new suburbs are more likely to experience growth. But
surprisingly the second best area for growth is the downtown of metropolitan areas.

· Congregations that have experienced major conflict are quite likely to have declined in
attendance. The strongest correlate of growth is the absence of serious conflict.

· Congregations that have started or maintained a website in the past year are most likely
togr ow.Th ee ff ortt oh aveaweb s i t ei n d i c at est hatthecongr egationisoutwa rd looking
and willing to change by non-traditional means, the study found.
W hile most congr egat ionsi n America are composed of as ingl e racial/ethnicgr oup,
those that are multi-racial are most likely to have experienced strong growth in worship
attendance.

· More important than theological orientation is the religious character of the congrega-
tion and clarity of mission and purpose. Growing churches are clear about why they
ex i s ta n dabout wh att heya re to be doing.
Congregations that involve children in worship are more likely to experience significant
gr owth. Also,import a n tt ogr ow t hi st h eab ilityo f congr egat i o n st oat tra ctyoung
adults and children with families.

· Almost all congr egat i o n ss ayt hey wa n tt ogr ow, bu ti tt akesintentionalityandactionfo r
growth to occur. Congregations that developed a plan to recruit members in the last year
were more likely to grow than congregations that had not. Particularly helpful in
achieving growth are sponsorship of a program or event to attract non-members or the
existence of support groups.

The point which catches my eye is �Growing churches are clear about why they exist and about
wh att heya re to be doing. � Do you know whyyo ua re a member of the Commu n i t yo f C h r i s t
calledS t.John� s Episcopal Church? Do you know whyyo ua reaC h r i s t i a n ? W h atd iff erence does
it make in your life? Does it make the kind of difference that you would want to tell others about
or share with others? How can we manifest Christ to others? Perhaps these are questions we can
ask ours elves this Epiphany .S h i n efo rt h!

Meredith +



02 Kelsi Caywood

06 Ned Good

06 John Griffith

06 Barbara Russell

15 Polly Burke

17 Joy VanDeventer

18 Michael Speicher

21 Rodney Baker

21 Jane Boyden

21 Thomas Griffith

22 Anne Good

23 Don Andrews

25 Floyd Kunce

25 Marilyn Murphy

26 Mary Penner

27 James Blain

January
2007 01 James and Anne Cook

18 James and Barbara Blain

We are getting ready to print the new 2007
Phone Directory. If you would like to make
changes to your listing information or add your
email address, please contact the office no later

than January 15.

Save this date!
Our Annual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual Meeting is

January 28thJanuary 28thJanuary 28thJanuary 28thJanuary 28th
and  will include Vestry elections

and a potluck luncheon.
Please be sure to have your reports

to the office by  January 15.

Join us at  5:00 p.m. on Saturday,
January 6January 6January 6January 6January 6,,,,,  for  a "come as you are"
SEEKER'S SERSEEKER'S SERSEEKER'S SERSEEKER'S SERSEEKER'S SERVICEVICEVICEVICEVICE. There will be an
informal Holy Eucharist with contemporary
music. If  you feel like dinner, then bring a
dish to pass and join us for an informal
"potluck."What we bring is what we eat.
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

Hope HouseHope HouseHope HouseHope HouseHope House wishes to thank all those who partici-
pated in the 2006 Giving Tree. Thanks for your
kindness and generousity. You helped make this
Christmas a little brighter for many children.
God bless you, one and all!

January 2007

St. John’St. John’St. John’St. John’St. John’s Foos Foos Foos Foos Food Bank d Bank d Bank d Bank d Bank  wishes to thank all those who
have given their time, food, money, and cooking
and cleaning talents to the Friday Friendship
Lunch Program. It is thanks to your effort,  kindness
and generousity that our program  continues to exist.



January LaJanuary LaJanuary LaJanuary LaJanuary Lay Minisy Minisy Minisy Minisy Ministry try try try try ScheduleScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule

1/7 Christmas Flowers
1/14 Mrs. Ernest Schaeffer in memory of her husband, Ernest,
              and their sons, Billy and Ernie.
1/21 Mr. and Mrs. William Douglas in memory of his parents,
              Ted and Irma.
1/28 Jane Boyden in memory of her parents, Vernice and
             Elbert, and her Grandma Anna.
2/4 William Martindale in memory of Robert and Violet
              Martindale, Howard and Florence Martindale, Lawrence
              and Sadie Toerner, James Lawrence Martindale and
              Michael  John Martindale.

February 1 (Thursday)

7:00 pm Daughters of the King (Thurston

Woods)

February 3 (Saturday) 5February 3 (Saturday) 5February 3 (Saturday) 5February 3 (Saturday) 5February 3 (Saturday) 5ththththth Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after

EpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphany

5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”5 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service”

(Great Hall)

and informal Potluck

February 4 (Sunday) 5th after EpiphanyFebruary 4 (Sunday) 5th after EpiphanyFebruary 4 (Sunday) 5th after EpiphanyFebruary 4 (Sunday) 5th after EpiphanyFebruary 4 (Sunday) 5th after Epiphany

8 am Holy Eucharist (Low Mass)

10:00 am Christian Ed (Adult only)

10 am Sung Holy Eucharist (High Mass)

FFFFFebruary 1ebruary 1ebruary 1ebruary 1ebruary 11 (Sunda1 (Sunda1 (Sunda1 (Sunda1 (Sunday) 6th after Epiphany) 6th after Epiphany) 6th after Epiphany) 6th after Epiphany) 6th after Epiphanyyyyy

February 13 (Tuesday)

1:00 pm Bishop’s Bible Study in Battle Creek

(Rector)

February 18 (Sunday) Last after EpiphanyFebruary 18 (Sunday) Last after EpiphanyFebruary 18 (Sunday) Last after EpiphanyFebruary 18 (Sunday) Last after EpiphanyFebruary 18 (Sunday) Last after Epiphany

(F(F(F(F(Focus on Yocus on Yocus on Yocus on Yocus on Youth)outh)outh)outh)outh)

February 20 (Tuesday)

5:00 pm Pancake Supper

FFFFFebruary 2ebruary 2ebruary 2ebruary 2ebruary 21 (W1 (W1 (W1 (W1 (Wednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesday) Ay) Ay) Ay) Ay) Ash Wsh Wsh Wsh Wsh Wednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdayyyyy

7:00 am Holy Eucharist and Ashes

12 noon Holy Eucharist and Ashes

7:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Ashes

February 25 (Sunday) 1February 25 (Sunday) 1February 25 (Sunday) 1February 25 (Sunday) 1February 25 (Sunday) 1ststststst Sunday in Lent Sunday in Lent Sunday in Lent Sunday in Lent Sunday in Lent

February 26 (Monday) – Rector’s schedule

5:30 pm Hospital Board Meeting

February 27 (Tuesday)

7:00 pm Vestry Meeting

February Highlights



-S t.John� s Episcopal ChurchS taff and Phone Extensions- e

The R everend C anon M eredith H unt . .................................................................................Rector ( ext. 1 02)
Ruth Lahmeye r. ...................................................................................................................Director of Music
Laura K urella..........................................................................................................Business O ffice ( ext. 1 01)
Paul Curr ier. ............................................................................................................................Sexton (ex t. 103)

Offi ce: Monday -Thursday 1 0:30 am -2: 30 pm Phone (269) 651-5811 Fax (269) 651-7178 w w w .stjohnsstur gis .or g

A LOOK AT OUR  WEEK

Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:05 am Adult Christian Education
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Monday – Thursday
Office Hours 10:30 am – 2:30 pm

Tuesday
5:00 pm Women’s Book Study (Church)

On hold- Look for a notice when to resume

 Wednesday
7:00 am Holy Eucharist then breakfast

7:00 pm Choir rehearsal
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study (home group)

Friday
11:30 am Free Friday Friendship Meal

Saturday
9:00 Altar Guild

First Saturday of the month
5:00 pm  “Seeker’s Service”


