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October HighlightsOctober HighlightsOctober HighlightsOctober HighlightsOctober Highlights

October 1 (SundaOctober 1 (SundaOctober 1 (SundaOctober 1 (SundaOctober 1 (Sunday) 17y) 17y) 17y) 17y) 17ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

4:00 pm Blessing of the Animals
(Feast of St. Francis)

October  4 (Wednesday)
12:00 noon St. John’s Guild

“Reflections on China”: Derek and Pam Smith
Eucharist and Luncheon

October 5 (Thursday)
7:00 pm Daughters of the King (Thurston Woods)

October 7 (Saturday)
8:30 am – 12:30 pm

Small Church Conference - Kalamazoo
“How can we embrace change?” Contact office.

October 7 (SaturdaOctober 7 (SaturdaOctober 7 (SaturdaOctober 7 (SaturdaOctober 7 (Saturday) 18y) 18y) 18y) 18y) 18ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
5:00 pm  “Seeker’s Service” (Great Hall)

and informal Potluck

October 8 (SundaOctober 8 (SundaOctober 8 (SundaOctober 8 (SundaOctober 8 (Sunday) 18y) 18y) 18y) 18y) 18ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

October 10 (Tuesday)
1:00 pm Bishop’s Bible Study for Clergy

October 12 (Thursday)
Conference: Michigan Interfaith Power and Light

October 13 (Friday)
Wedding Rehearsal

October 14 (Saturday)
4:30 pm Wedding: Kara Clemens and Steve Hahn

October 15 (SundaOctober 15 (SundaOctober 15 (SundaOctober 15 (SundaOctober 15 (Sunday) 19y) 19y) 19y) 19y) 19ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

October 21 (Saturday)
All day: Diocesan Convention (Cathedral)

October 22 (SundaOctober 22 (SundaOctober 22 (SundaOctober 22 (SundaOctober 22 (Sunday) 2y) 2y) 2y) 2y) 200000ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

October  24 (Tuesday)
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting

October 28 (Saturday)
8:30 am – 2:30 pm AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha “Holy Spirit Retreat Day

October 29 (SundaOctober 29 (SundaOctober 29 (SundaOctober 29 (SundaOctober 29 (Sunday) 2y) 2y) 2y) 2y) 211111ststststst Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

Re ctor�s Re fl ections: Less Gall and Leaner Li ving

In the fall, we often pull up the dead and dying plants that have given us their bounty
offood or fl owe rsover the summer,i no rd e rt op rep aret h egr ound fornex tye ar�s
plantings.Thisimageo fremoving old and we l l - s p e n tp l a n t si swh at comes to me
a sIt h i n kabout my recentga llbl add erat tack and subsequent surge ry .F irs t,
thank yo ufo ra llo f yourpraye rs .Iamsure, rega rd l e s so f themostrecentpraye r
s t u dy ,t hat yourpraye rsmadeadiff erence in my healingandrecove ry .

Second, my gall bladder surgery has proven to be the occasion for learning
something new.W hen myga llbl adder wa sremoved on September 1 5 � a non-
functioning, inflamed, and dying gall bladder � it was cut up and pulled out, rather
like an old tomato plant, once useful, but now needing to be gotten rid of. The gall
bladderisalittleballoon-likeorganthatlivesundertheliverandisastoragetankfor
bile( or ga ll). Bileisthesubstanceinthebody ,p roduced byt hel ive rt hatd ige stsfat .
W ec anl ivewe l lw i t h o u taga llbl add er, butnow thatInolonge rh aveoneIwillnot
be able to eat a large quantity of fat at one time without paying the consequences of
digestivediscomfort.

Th e rei sagr eats p i r i t u a li m agei nt hisfor me � l e s sgallandleanerli ving.
Less gall means no time or place or occasion for storing anger or annoyance.
�Kingdom living� does not allow us the self-indulgence of holding on to
grudge so rbu i l d i n gu presentment. Let go and let God. It�s a message fo ra llo f u s.

Leaner li ving i sa n o t h e rgr eat message for someone wh oh a ss t ru ggledwithher
weight these last several years, and for someone who wants to be lighter �
o nh e rf e e ta n di nh e rs p i r i t . Leaner living means even greater dependence on
God than eve rb e fo re,t op rovide and meet our needs.This alsoisamessage fo r

allofus:lessself-relianceandgreaterGodreliance.Itiswhyfastinghasalways
b e e nas p i r i t u a lp ra c t i c eo f thewo rl d�sgr eat re l i g i o n s.Fa s t i n gd raws our mind away
fromthedistractionsoftryingtosatisfyourselvesandinvitesusintogreaterreliance
on God and on the food of the spirit. As our Lord said to his disciples,
�Itisthespiritwhichgiveslife��eternallife�whichbeginsevennowaswereach
out and takeholdof the Hand that God off ersu s.�Do not be anxious or afra id,�
f o rJ e s u si sw i t hu s One Day at a Time.

And speaking of t i m e,p l e a s et a ket i m et ore a dt h ea rt icl ei ncluded in this month�s
Revelations from the Living Church. It is well written and speaks well to the current
situation in the church, but also to the need to keep our eyes focused on how Jesus
desirestouseushere and now.Thank yo ufo rs ervingChristasaparto f S t.John� s.
Thank yo ufo ryour contrib utionsof money and talent and time.I ti sa llfor God�s
glory and the kingdom to come.

Meredith
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02- Chris & Sarah Mildenberg
14- James & Michelle Kauffman
19- Charles & Julie Stutesman

OCTOBER 2006

The Blessing of Pets and Plants
will be taking place on Sunday ,October 1,

at 4:00 pm in the churchyard.
This Blessing is open to everyone.

Animals the size of cats and smaller are
asked to be in carr iers .

A �Come as you are� Seeke r�s S e rv i c e w ill b e
held the first Saturday of the month at 5:00 pm,
Our nex t, �Come as yo u a re � Seeke rs S e rvice
w i l l h e l d S at urd ay ,October 7, at 5:00 pm.
Th e s e rvice is a contempora ry ,fa m i ly and newcomer
friendly ,i nfo rmal Holy Euch a r i s t w i t h l o t s o f
opport unityfor wo rship in song and praye r.
Bring a dish to pass and your plate,
if yo u�dl ike t o s tayfor a potluck afterwa rd s.

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

Altar Flowers

10/1 Mrs .Pe terJa ckson in lo ving memoryo f her husband, Pe ter,h er

parents, Edgar and Lulu Baker, and his parents, John and Cora Jackson.

10/8 Canon Mer edith Hunt in thanksgi ving of h e r p a re n t s,Harry a n d Joy .

10/15 Phyllis Brown in memory of her husband, William, and their parents

Catherine and HerbertTs chumy ,and Bertha and RhinehartB rown

10/22 Mr.and Mrs .B a rry Lahmeyer in memoryo f C layton and Dorothy

Lahmeyer, and Peter Peerbolte

10/29 David and Jill Marsh and family in memory of his grandmother,

Anna Marsh.

In accordance with the Canons of the Diocese of  Western Michigan

(Title I, Canon 2, Section 3),

you are hereby notified of the

132nd  Annual Convention of the Diocese of Western Michigan,

which will be held in Portage, Michigan,

on Saturday October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006,October 21, 2006,

the Right Reverend Robert R. Gepert presiding. 

CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL TTTTTO CONVENTIONO CONVENTIONO CONVENTIONO CONVENTIONO CONVENTION



NONONONONOVEMBER  HIGHLIGHTVEMBER  HIGHLIGHTVEMBER  HIGHLIGHTVEMBER  HIGHLIGHTVEMBER  HIGHLIGHTSSSSS

NNNNNooooovvvvvember  1 (Wember  1 (Wember  1 (Wember  1 (Wember  1 (Wednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesday) All Saint’y) All Saint’y) All Saint’y) All Saint’y) All Saint’s Das Das Das Das Dayyyyy
12:00 noon St. John’s Guild

“Icons” Anne Davidson
Eucharist and Luncheon

November 2 (Thursday)
7:00 pm Daughters of the King (Thurston Woods)

November 4 (Saturday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 4 (Saturday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 4 (Saturday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 4 (Saturday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 4 (Saturday) All Saint’s (transferred)
5:00 pm Come as you are “Seeker’s Service” (Great Hall)

and informal Potluck

November 5 (Sunday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 5 (Sunday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 5 (Sunday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 5 (Sunday) All Saint’s (transferred)November 5 (Sunday) All Saint’s (transferred)
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:00 am Adult Christian Education only

12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

November 9 (Thursday)
12:00 noon Sturgis Ministerial Association Meeting

NNNNNooooovvvvvember 12 (Sundaember 12 (Sundaember 12 (Sundaember 12 (Sundaember 12 (Sunday) 23y) 23y) 23y) 23y) 23rdrdrdrdrd  Sunda  Sunda  Sunda  Sunda  Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Sunday School
Adult Christian Education
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course

Sustaining Pastoral Excellence Retreat for Rector
(Sunday evening through Tuesday )

NNNNNooooovvvvvember 19 (Sundaember 19 (Sundaember 19 (Sundaember 19 (Sundaember 19 (Sunday) 24y) 24y) 24y) 24y) 24ththththth Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunda Sunday after Py after Py after Py after Py after Pentecostentecostentecostentecostentecost
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages
12:30 pm  AlphaAlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha Course:  Last meeting

NNNNNooooovvvvvember 22 (Wember 22 (Wember 22 (Wember 22 (Wember 22 (Wednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesday) Thanksgiving Evy) Thanksgiving Evy) Thanksgiving Evy) Thanksgiving Evy) Thanksgiving Eveeeee
7:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Food Collection

November 23  (Thursday)Thanksgiving Day
Office closed.

November 24 (Friday)
Office closed

           November 26  (Sunday) Christ the KingNovember 26  (Sunday) Christ the KingNovember 26  (Sunday) Christ the KingNovember 26  (Sunday) Christ the KingNovember 26  (Sunday) Christ the King
8:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 18:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist0:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:00 am Christian Education  - all ages

November 28 (Tuesday)
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting

St.John� s Guild will be meeting on W ednesday ,
October 4, a n d W ednesday , November 1,
beginning with a Noon Eucharist followed by
lunch in the Great Hall.

Rummage
SALE !

E A R LY NO TICE!
St.John� s will be having a r u m m age
sale in May 2007. Please keep this in

mind as you pack away your
seasonal items.

Keep your eye on Revelations for the
ru m m age s a l e �sexact dat e

and location.

UTO Sunday is October 22!
The United Thank Offering invites people to

offer daily prayers of thanksgiving to God and to offer
outward and visible signs of those prayers that will
benefi t o thers .

Yo u r Thank Off ering support sgr antsfo r m i n i s t r i e s at home and
overseas as an outreach of the Episcopal Church. Grant awards are
made eachye ar. S t.John's wa st here c i p i e n t o f one suchgr ant and used
i t t o h e l p f u n d t h e i n s t a l l at i o n o f o u r e l evat or.Tol earn morev isit:

w w w .e piscopalc hur c h . o r g

The Diocese of Western Michigan will
be hosting the annual Province V
meeting at the Grand Hotel on beautiful
Mackinac Island in May 2007.

The theme of the meeting is,
�Empowering Women.� We are
delighted to have keynote speaker Rev.
Joy E. Rogers for the event.

Plans for interesting workshops will be
announced later.

The cost of double occupancy is $250.
Single rooms are $350. A deposit of
$100 must be received by November 1
to reserve your spot $100.

Province V

May 4-6, 2007

GRAND HOTEL
Mackinac Island,MI

The October meeting will feature a travelogue on China presented by
Derek and Pam Smith. The November meeting will feature a special
program on �Icon Artistry� presented by Anne Davidson.
If n o t c a l l e d , contact Emily Bake r.



- St. John�s Episcopal Church Staff and Phone Extensions-
The Reverend Canon Meredith Hunt ..................................................................................Rector (ext. 102)
Ruth Lahmeyer................................................................................................................... .Director of Music
Laura Kurella..........................................................................................................Business Office (ext. 100)
Paul Currier.................................................................................................................... .........Sexton (ext. 103)

Office Hours: Monday -Thursday 10:30 am - 2:30 pm ~ Phone (269) 651-5811 ~ Fax (269) 651-7178

St. John's Episcopal Church
110 S. Clay Street
Sturgis, Michigan 49091-1711

www.stjohnssturgis.org

Daylight savings time ends
October29.
Pleaseremember

tosetyourclocksBACK 1hour.

A LOOK AT OUR  WEEK

Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist

9:05 am Adult Christian Education
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Monday – Thursday
Office Hours 10:30 am – 2:30 pm

Tuesday
5:00 pm Women’s Book Study (Church)

 Wednesday
7:00 am Holy Eucharist then breakfast

7:00 pm Choir rehearsal
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study (home group)

Friday
11:30 am Free Friday Friendship Meal

First Saturday of the month
5:00 pm  “Seeker’s Service”






