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Jesus said, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples." John 15:1-8

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen 
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus 
is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There 
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters 
also. 1 John 4:7-21

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God”. John writes these words in 
his first letter to early Christians, but he also says them to us. Furthermore he writes:

“God is love and those who abide in love (i.e. those who remain loving, who keep the 
practice of loving, who live loving lives) those persons remain in God, and God lives in them.”

“Those who say, “I love God,” but hate their brothers or sisters, are self-deceived and are 
not speaking the truth, for if we cannot love someone whom we have seen, we cannot love God 
whom we have not seen.”

This is why our slogan at St. John’s has been “God’s love with feet on.” We don’t just 
feel loving toward people who are hungry in Sturgis; rather, we prepare food for them. We don’t 
just feel loving toward people who are trying to recover from addiction; rather, we provide 
meeting space for them; we provide office space for the Healing Center; we provide apartments 
for women in recovery with their children.

Christian loving our brother or sister is not merely a warm “feeling” of love. The word 
Jesus uses for love is agape. It might best be understood to mean an “intentional response to 
promote well-being for another person or group of persons.” The word is always associated with 
God’s unconditional and self-sacrificing love for us. Agape is the love of the divine human 
covenant and of the atonement of the cross.

Because Christian love is “God’s love with feet on”, Christian love is challenging. It 
means self-sacrifice. It means giving of our time and our talent and our treasure for others. It 
means making a difference in the world. 



Fortunately, there are nearly endless examples to inspire us.

Habitat for Humanity was begun by Millard Fuller in 1976. By the time Millard Fuller 
turned 29, he had earned his first million dollars as an entrepreneur and attorney. But as his 
finances flourished, his health and marriage crumbled. To save their marriage, the Fullers 
decided to begin anew. They sold all they owned, gave the money to the poor and in their 
searching, landed at Koinonia where they began soaking up the teachings of farmer, theologian 
and community founder Clarence Jordan.

In time, Jordan and Fuller launched a program of “partnership housing,” building simple 
houses in partnership with rural neighbors who were too poor to qualify for conventional home 
loans. The first house was dedicated in 1969 and others soon followed. 

Jonathan Reckford, chief executive officer of Habitat for Humanity International said in 
2009, “Millard Fuller was a force of nature who turned a simple idea into an international 
organization that has helped more than 300,000 families move from deplorable housing into 
simple, decent homes they helped build and can afford to buy and live in”.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta is an example of Christian love with feet on. Responding to the 
deplorable conditions in Calcutta outside the wall of her cloistered convent, she applied to the 
Vatican to begin the Order of the Sisters of Charity to work with the poorest of the poor.

Members of St. John’s have volunteered on Mission trips or will be going this summer. A 
mission trip is Christian love; it takes time out of our lives – in order to serve others. Or perhaps 
if you cannot go on the trip, you might be prepared to contribute funds to help build the church 
and school in the Dominican Republic for those who have so much less than we do.

Serving on a Cursillo Team, to help develop Christian leadership in our Churches, takes 
time, money, and love with feet on.

And consider the Free Friday Friendship Meal. It takes time and commitment to prepare 
and serve an average of 85 meals a week. Yet there are those in this church who willingly give up 
some of their money or their time each week or month to be love with feet on in Sturgis.

“God’s love with feet on” might also mean sacrifice that we cannot measure. St. Peter’s 
Church in Ellicott City, Maryland, has many outreach ministries, including a food pantry, and a 
nursery readiness preschool. This week the rector and the administrator gave their lives for this 
work, when they were shot and killed by a mentally ill homeless man. I think that Mary-
Marguerite Kohn was probably the first woman priest to die because of her service as a priest.

While I pray that something so horrific will never happen here, Christian love, “agape”, 
“love with feet on”, means walking where God calls us, even to some places we would rather not 
go. In those instances, it might take more than simply inspirational examples to give us the 
courage.

This brings us to the vines and the branches. Let me share the connection that I see.
All of what I have mentioned above and much, much more, would be difficult if not 

impossible on our own. It is in being connected to the community of the Body of Christ that we 
can find the strength and the ability to intentionally respond other persons. In the Body of Christ, 
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we find Christ walking with us, listening to us, speaking to us. We are sustained in the prayer life 
of the church, in hearing the Word, and receiving the Sacrament of God with us in communion.

When we the branches are connected to Christ the vine, then we can be the love of God 
in the world.

The church is a visible sign of Christ's eternal presence in the world. The more the church 
is rooted in Christ – in his call to sacrifice and compassion, then the truer the image of God 
which the church will show to the world. We are God bearers.

Jesus used the image of vines and branches to describe how to maintain our relationship 
with him. I like the image. I was weeding the garden and pruning bushes yesterday, and I can 
attest to the truth of his words. If the root of some weeds are not removed, they will grow back. 
If the branches of the flowering bushes are not cut back in the fall, they will not come in full, but 
rather the branches will be straggly. If the branches of a grapevine are not pruned back, then the 
fruit will be small or missing.

The community of the church can enable us to bear the fruit of the Gospel – service to 
others and transformation of the world. 

God is not far off in an inaccessible heaven, but rather has come near to us in Jesus. Our 
eternal connection is what protects us as we do the work we have been called to do. The 
community of the church, the branches who are connected to the vine, is a community, which is 
unlimited in time and space, dwelling under the shadow of God’s wings.  It is a community of 
those who dwell with God in love, whether on this side or on the other side of the grave. The 
love of God is eternal and plants the seeds of eternal life into each one of us as we live lives of 
love.

In union with God in Christ through our baptism we are citizens of a kingdom which is 
come with Jesus, and which does not pass away. To be a member of the Body of Christ is not a 
temporary thing; rather it lasts into all eternity. 

Thanks be to God.

Amen.

The Reverend Canon Meredith Hunt
May 6, 2012
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