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Year B, Pentecost, May 27, 2012  

 Today is the Feast of Pentecost.  It is the last of the Great Fifty Days, which began 

on Easter.  From an early time in the Church’s history, it has been regarded only second 

to Easter in its significance.  Pentecost is a day on which we remember and celebrate a 

number of things, including both Birth and God’s Empowerment. 

 Pentecost is sometimes referred to as the Birthday of the Church. When the 

Church looks back to where it came from, it looks back to Pentecost as a defining event 

or time, when the disciples experienced a new empowerment to become apostles.  

Pentecost was first a Jewish holiday. In Hebrew, it was called Shavuot [Weeks], 

and was directly linked to Passover. It commemorated the God’s giving of the Law. 

Shavuot is celebrated after counting seven weeks of days, beginning on the second day of 

Passover and concluding on Shavuot.  This counting of days and weeks is understood to 

express anticipation and desire for the Giving of the Torah.  On Passover, the people of 

Israel were freed from their enslavement in Egypt; on Shavuot they were given the Torah 

and became a nation committed to serving God. 

 In similar fashion, the followers of Jesus were freed from sin and death on Easter; 

on Pentecost they were given the Holy Spirit, and became the new Israel, committed to 

serving God under a new covenant in Jesus Christ. 

 On Pentecost there was a new birth for the followers of Jesus, both as individuals, 

and as a body of people with a mission of love for the world. “God’s love with feet on.” 

On Tuesday this past week, David and I were reminded just how much difference one 

Christian, with a mission of love, can make in the world. 

Last Tuesday was 140
th

 Commencement of the Wayne State University School of 

Medicine, where our son John became a new medical doctor – having also completed a 

PhD in genetics.  For John, it was the culmination of seven years of intensive effort.  For 

John’s wife, Denise, it was a reward for lots of dedicated support.  For David and me, it 

was a wonderful and memorable occasion – one that brought tears to our eyes.  

 As is customary, there was the Commencement address. However, instead of the 

sometimes boring rhetoric, this speech was thoughtful and inspiring. Pedro Jose Greer, Jr., 

M.D., was presented with an honorary degree in recognition of his (quote) “many years 

of selfless service to disadvantaged populations in southern Florida and the example of 

compassion and unwavering commitment that he sets for everyone in the health care 

field.” 

 A brief description of some of his work reads like this: “After graduation from 

medical school, a chance encounter with a homeless man led Dr. Greer to Miami’s 

Camillus House shelter.  Perceiving a need for medical services among the city’s poor 

and homeless, he subsequently founded a free clinic called Camillus Health Concern.  Dr. 

Greer assembled a volunteer staff and scavenged what furnishings, supplies and 

medications he could; as the clinic grew, he also assumed responsibility for securing 

grant funding and enlisting support from the medical community.  As a result of his 

efforts, nearly 100 physicians are now serving the poor and indigent populations of the 

Little Havana area and South Miami Beach.” 

 In his commencement address, Dr. Greer spoke about his work in Miami, 

referring to his Christian faith and upbringing. He also shared about the tragic death of 

his sister in a car accident at age 18.  After the accident he said to himself that, if he could 

prevent it, no one would ever die alone.  This desire to ease the pain of loneliness and 

loss led him, as a Christian and as a doctor, to work with poor and homeless people.  
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During his address on Tuesday, he implored the new doctors in his audience to make a 

commitment to treat all people, not just those who can afford health care.  At one point he 

said: “Make sure that you spend some time working with the poor.  If you buy that fancy 

new sports car, use it to get more quickly to the homeless shelter!” 

 Dr. Greer’s words were echoed later on in the commencement ceremony when the 

new graduates recited together an Oath of Commitment.  In it, they said: “In all 

circumstances, I will consider every individual as equal without regard to race, creed, or 

gender, refusing no one my help.  I will refrain from every act of injustice and 

corruption.” 

 We, the Church, also need a commencement speech at least once a year, to be 

reminded of who we are and whose we are, and like those new doctors, we need to be 

encouraged to live into the best of what God calls us to be. That’s why we, who became 

members of the Body of Christ in Baptism, renew our baptismal vows.  At the time of our 

Baptism, each of us was individually born into Christ.  It’s important for each of us to 

remember who we are, where we’ve come from, and who we are called to be in Christ 

Jesus. It’s appropriate to remember our individual Christian births on the day when we 

remember the birth of the Church. 

 As Luke tells the story of the first Christian Pentecost, it’s not only about birth, 

but also about power to live the life into which we’ve been born.  The name of that power 

is the Holy Spirit, which in the Pentecost story arrives like a rush of a violent wind, 

bringing with it tongues, as of fire. 

 As Paul writes in his Letter to the Romans (today’s second reading), “Likewise, 

the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God.” 

 Even when we are weak, and feel lost and unclear about life, God’s Holy Spirit is 

present with us to give us vision, strength, and power.  As the Holy Spirit came to the 

gathered apostles, so the Holy Spirit can come to us, gathered here in this place.  The 

house where the apostles gathered was an “empowerment zone.”  So too, this room, 

where we gather this morning, is an empowerment zone, a place to be touched by the 

Holy Spirit and become God’s love in action in the world around us.  “God’s love with 

feet on.”  

My prayer this morning is that we may be re-empowered to bring the love of God 

to others, and through us, may others also come to know the new birth in the Spirit that 

took place at Pentecost. May it be so. 


