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 In today's gospel reading the particular aspect of the resurrection, which shines forth is 

the love of God in Jesus, as that love is to be made known in the community of the church.  

Listen again to the last two verses of this gospel: "I give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  Now there are many sermons 

that could be preached on these words from John; they are so rich with meaning.  This morning I 

would like to hold up just two key aspects of Christian love as it is revealed to us in this passage. 

 

 The first is that loving one another in the Christian community, in the church, is a 

command of Jesus--a command, not a request.  "I give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another."  These words are addressed not only to those original disciples of Jesus, gathered 

in the upper room on the night before he died, but also to us, 

 

 Now what does this mean?  What is this love that is commanded of us?  Know first of all 

that it is not the same as "liking someone."  We are not being told that we must like everyone in 

the church.  That would be impossible.  You cannot command someone to like someone else.  

We're not being told that we must have warm fuzzy feelings for all of our brothers and sisters in 

the Lord. 

 Jesus commands us to love, and love, for Jesus, means caring for another's welfare so 

much that we are willing to give up some of our own advantage in order that the other will be 

better off, that his or her lot will be improved.  In a word, love is service.  To become a Christian 

lover is to become a servant, one who gives of him- or herself for the benefit of other human 

beings.   

 

 I do not, however, envision a community in which everyone begrudgingly "serves" 

others, without ever making the attempt to build better relationships with people who may at first 

put them off.  To love others in the Christian community also means to work at appreciating 

others, and especially those to whom we are not naturally attracted.  We are to love one another 

in the Spirit, which means that we are to more and more allow God's Spirit to enter our hearts 

that we might more and more recognize that same Spirit in others.   

 

 Several years ago David and I spent time at a National Conference held at the New 

Meadow Run Bruderhof. Eberhard Arnold, the founder and spiritual leader of these intentional 

Christian communities located in the eastern United States, wrote this: "Love sees the good Spirit 

and the inner light at work in a person and delights in him.  As soon as love rules in us again, we 

can feel new joy in someone with whom we have just been annoyed.  We will overcome our 

personal disagreement to the degree that we joyfully acknowledge the working of the good Spirit 

in each other."   

  

 Arnold goes on to point out that "(Saint) Augustine goes even further.  He says we ought 

not to see each other as we are now; we should look at each other in love and each see the others 

as they are meant to be, to see them as they will be when God's Spirit makes them useful.  When 

we take love's prophetic point of view, we see each other as something to be carved from wood 

that may still be too hard (or too soft), and we think of what God plans to make out of it." 

 

 And that brings me to the second aspect of Christian love, which our gospel passage 

points us to this morning.  It is this:  When members of the Christian community actively care 

for one another, God's love is revealed both in the community and in the world.   
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 We say that we believe in the resurrection of Jesus.  We say we believe that Jesus is alive.  

How do we know that?  One of the ways we can know it is to experience the love of another 

Christian person who is willing to give of herself or himself that our lot in life may be improved.  

Remember that love is primarily about sacrificing something one has for the benefit of another.  

When the church is a place where people actively care for one another it is a sign that Jesus is 

indeed alive; it is a sign of the resurrection.   

 

 For Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.  Jesus is the resurrected Lord of life who reveals 

that life to the world in and through his body, the Church.  We are that body when we follow his 

commandment to love one another.  We are that Church when we give up some of what we 

possess that others might have more abundant life.  Let us celebrate the love of Jesus, and the 

risen life of Jesus, as we continue this year's journey through the Great Fifty Days. 

 

 May it be so. 

 

The Reverend Canon Meredith Hunt 

April 28, 2013 

 


